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Our open days are now under-
way across all our 150 Sydney 
Catholic primary and second-
ary schools, making this the 
perfect time to visit and expe-
rience what’s on offer.

In each of our schools we 
nurture curiosity and a love of 
learning that responds to the 
needs of each student as they 
journey to adulthood. 

We focus on the fundamen-
tals of literacy and numeracy 
so our students can learn with 
confidence and success.

As educators we work collab-
oratively with parents and stu-
dents to understand who our 
students are, what they need 
and who they want to be.

We encourage all prospective 
and current parents to visit one 
of our COVID safe open days 
and learn more about our sys-
tem of schools, which is setting 
the educational agenda in Aus-
tralia in a multitude of ways 
including our Amadeus Music 
Education Program, which is 
the biggest music education 
program ever undertaken in 
Australian schools;

Our ground-breaking sports 
program, which offers an all-

age, all-abilities program for all 
students to enjoy in both com-
petitive and non-competitive 
ways.

And our arts, business and 
tertiary partnerships, where 
our students collaborate with 
industry experts, to learn skills 
that will help them lead and 
thrive in the future.

Open day dates and times can 
be found on each school’s web-
site. See our School Finder: syd-
catholicschools.nsw.edu.au/

enrolment/schools-and-par-
ishes. 

Alternatively, you can visit: 
sydcatholicschools.nsw.edu.
au/2022-school-open-days. 

We look forward to seeing 
you at one of our open days.

The perfect time to visit our schools
With Open Days coming up in our Catholic Schools what better time to browse through 

The Catholic Weekly Schools Week 2022 publication for all the latest information.

Tony Farley - Executive Director, 
Sydney Catholic Schools
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St Mary’s Cathedral College is the 
oldest Catholic boys’ school still on its 
original site in Australia. The College is 
renowned for academic success and its 
unique music program. There is a gifted 
and talented music stream in Years 3–6, 
and over 300 students across the College 
receive weekly music tuition. The College 
has almost 20 bands and ensembles in a 
variety of musical genres.

Achieving academic excellence 
and growth for students is a central 
focus. The College routinely scores 
outstanding HSC results, often placing 

in the top 100 schools in NSW. Cathedral 
competes in a range of external sporting 
competitions and other opportunities 
for participation in numerous team 
and individual sports are offered to our 
young men throughout the year. 

Located in the heart of the city adjacent 
to St Mary’s Cathedral, the College 
boasts a range of innovative learning 
spaces, including a fully refurbished and 
expanded library, and a number of brand 
new technical education workshops and 
classrooms. It is easily accessible by 
train, bus and ferry.

Educating young men for the future ST MARY’S
CATHEDRAL COLLEGE | SYDNEY

Friday 11 March 2022  |  Tours 9am - 11.30am
Student performances  |  Choir & Music Scholars 12-1pm

Enrolments welcome from across greater Sydney  |  Close 1 April 2022
Years 3–6 2023  |  Year 7 2024  |  Year 8–12 2023

Check the website: subject to change due to NSW Health guidelines
2 St Mary’s Rd, Sydney  |  T: (02) 9235 0500  |  www.smccsydney.catholic.edu.au

OPEN DAY

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic College 
Burraneer, located in Cronulla, is the 
only Catholic school specialising in  
girls’ education in the Sutherland 
Shire underpinned by the tradition and 
values of the Mercy Charism. A College 
inspiring excellence in learning; where 
each learner with agency, engages 
in a personalised  pathway,  with 
opportunities to connect to industry, 
tertiary and outside agencies promoting 
real world experiences,  developing the 
skills of autonomous learners.

The College vision ‘Encouraging 
Girls - Empowering Women’ is realised 
through dynamic teaching and 
personalised learning.  OLMC maintains 

a supportive learning environment, 
tailored to developing each students’ 
intellectual, social, physical, spiritual 
and emotional potential.   We also 
specialise in Gifted Education, through 
the Newman Program, STEM, Science, 
Mathematics and Technology is actively 
embraced.  Our learning spaces offer 
contemporary, innovative, state of the 
art facilities where students engage in 
diverse and collaborative experiences.  

Our students are challenged to live 
the Mercy values of compassion, justice 
and hospitality each day. Retreats and 
reflection days  focus on spirituality 
and  promote a vibrant and meaningful 
liturgical life.

Excellence in education

TUESDAY 8 MARCH 2022 
and Wednesday 9 March 2022 

5pm-6pm and 7pm-8pm
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CASIMIR CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
MARRICKVILLE

200 Livingstone Road, Marrickville 2204

FOR 2023 and 2024
Applications are available via:
casimir.enrolments@syd.catholic.edu.au 
or contact the office on: 02 9558 2888

FOR 2023 and 2024 A place where students... 

Follow us
on Facebook

EENNRROOLLLLIINNGG  NNOOWW

Unite and Grow
in a Co-Educational environment  Years 7 - 12

Unite and Grow
in a Co-Educational environment  Years 7 - 12
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CBHS Lewisham: all 
different; all equal; 

and all excelling
Christian Brothers’ High School 
Lewisham has its finger on the 
pulse of successful and en-
gaged learning for boys.

The school’s 2021 HSC re-
sults, which include three stu-
dents placed in the top 1% of 
the state, are an impressive 
endorsement of the school's 
effective approach to boys’ ed-
ucation. Continuing its strong 
tradition of excellence in math-
ematics, and with all courses 
being well above state average 
in the HSC, the school has also 
become specialists for a broad 
range of subjects including Le-
gal Studies and Physics.

Principal, Dr Michael Blow-
es, attributes effective teach-
ing practices combined with a 
structured learning environ-
ment as contributing factors 
to their students’ continued 
achievement.
 “My thirty years as a teacher 
of boys have shown me that 

boys learn best in a structured 
learning environment which is 
hands on as much as possible. 
My vision for learning is that 
schools should centre on life-
long learning, where every stu-
dent can learn and that every 
teacher can improve how they 
enable students to learn.

In a boys’ school, that means 
a focus on literacy by promot-
ing writing and encouraging 
boys to read widely,” he says.

Dr Blowes’ passion for learn-
ing fits well in this happy and 
inclusive school for boys aged 
10-18 (Years 5-12). At CBHS 
Lewisham it is about being dif-
ferent, being included and be-
ing your best.

With a proud 130-year histo-
ry, many of the boys are second 
or third generation Lewisham 
students, with their fathers and 
grandfathers being ex-students 
themselves. 

Faith development and social 

justice are intrinsic to the CBHS 
Lewisham community. From 
the moment students enter the 
school, outreach, fundraising 
and awareness raising activ-
ities become an integral part 
in the education of the whole 
person. 

“There is great support for 
the Catholic values of the 
school that emphasise that 

young men need to be persons 
of integrity who seek to make 
the world a fairer, more caring 
and inclusive place,” Dr. Blowes 
says. 

Students commence study 
at CBHS Lewisham from Year 
5. The school’s motto to ‘focus 
on the boy to grow the man’, 
underpins the primary to sec-
ondary school transition pro-

gram and the strong emphasis 
on pastoral care. Supported by 
specialist teachers, gifted and 
talented classes and a diverse 
selection of subject choices, 
this focus on learning has cul-
minated in outstanding HSC 
results year after year, consol-
idating the school’s strong ac-
ademic position well into the 
future.

CBHS Lewisham Year 5 student explains the complex sentence structure usage in his story to Principal Dr Michael Blowes 
during an English class. The school places great importance on literacy through engaging writing lessons for students.
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The Good Samaritan Catholic 
College Vice Captain and 
graduate scored an ATAR of 96.10 
in his 2021 HSC, achieving Band 
6’s in Advanced Mathematics, 
Studies of Religion I and 
Business Services Examination.

But his road to HSC success 
was harder than most. 

In 2014, Muayad was forced 
to flee his hometown of Mosul 
when ISIS insurgents overtook 
the city.

Two years later, Muayad 
and his family would arrive in 
Australia, facing the daunting 
task of restarting their lives in a 
foreign land.

In this Q&A, Muayad recounts 
some of the challenges he 
overcame in his pursuit of an 
education. 

Congratulations Muayad on 
your results! What was your 
reaction when you saw them? 

Muayad: When I saw my HSC 
results I was content with 
what I had but disappointed in 
Chemistry as I was hoping for a 
Band 6! Nevertheless, I was still 
happy that my lowest subject 
was an 87! 

My ATAR reaction was 
priceless. I was hoping to 
achieve a 95+ in order to reward 
the effort that I have put into 
my studies for the past 13 years. 
When I opened that ATAR page 
and saw 96.10 all I could do was 
laugh. After looking at my ATAR 
my parents realised what a 
massive achievement their son 
had accomplished!

Can you tell us a bit about your 
journey from Iraq to Australia?

Muayad: I will always say this: 
if my journey from Mosul 
to Australia was a movie on 
Netflix, it would probably be the 
number one streaming movie! 

It all began on 10 June 2014 
when ISIS came into Mosul – 
that was the ‘Fall of Mosul’. We 

left at 2am on that day without 
taking anything except for a bag 
of clothes and essentials. 

We were a big family living 
in one house (11 people) and 
on that night we fit everyone in 
one seven-seater car. You can 
imagine all the crying and the 
horror within all of us, and at 
the time I was the oldest – at 11 
years old! – out of six children in 
the house. 

There were so many bullets 
and missiles above us whilst 
driving that the sky was so 
bright we almost thought it was 
daylight at 2am in the morning! 

We attempted to escape to 
a safer area, a village that my 
grandma used to live in. The 
drive from my house to that 
village takes 45 minutes under 
normal circumstances, however 
on that day it took us 23 hours 
to get to it as all the roads were 
blocked and we had to take the 
desert road to get there safely. 

We stayed in the village (called 
Alqosh) for around two months 
until 6 August when my Dad’s 

uncle came banging at the door 
warning that we had to leave. 

We again packed everything 
we could pack and headed to 
the north of Iraq on the Iraqi-
turkish border line. 

My Dad and uncle’s friends 
gave us their house and we 
settled there for 15 days. We 
then found an apartment in 
Duhok, a city in northern Iraq, 
and we stayed there to try and 
settle for a while and sort things 
out. 

Whilst we were in Duhok 
my Dad received a phone call 
saying that he had lost all his 
wealth as everything he had 

was taken by ISIS. 
After the phone call my Dad 

and uncle had the final decision 
of leaving as there was nothing 
left in Iraq that gave the hope of 
returning back to normal. 

We left for Jordan on 1 
November 2014 with the 
intention of seeking settlement 
in countries like Australia, 
Canada or America. After 
various complications and 
a fight against nerves, time 
and poor health, we arrived 
in Australia on the 18 October 
2016. 

That was when everything 
restarted for me and my family 
– a whole new life, or as my dad 
says ‘a whole new opposite life, 
where even the steering wheel 
is on the opposite side’. 

We arrived with no English, 
but with determination, faith 
and a strong belief in God’s 
plan, we settled and finally felt 
a sense of ‘home’. 

What were the biggest 
challenges you faced when you 

first came to Australia and how 
did you overcome them?

Muayad: The frustration of 
starting a new life was the main 
challenge. My Dad especially 
suffered from this a lot, where 
he always remembers how 
successful he was and all the 
effort that he put in for 30 years, 
and watch it go away overnight. 

The fact that I did well in my 
studies and persevered to do my 
best has helped him definitely 
forget the past injustices that 
he endured.Secondly, and 
obviously, learning the English 
language was not the easiest of 
things to do. 

Even though I went to an 
intensive English centre, all of 
my classmates were Arab, so we 
all would speak Arabic to one 
another. This later made things 
difficult when I moved to Good 
Samaritan as there weren’t 
many students that spoke 
Arabic, so I had to listen extra 
carefully in order to understand 
what everyone was saying.

How did your school and 
your teachers support you 
throughout your HSC?

Muayad: They were all very 
understanding and supportive 
of my situation, and I in return 
tried to pay them back by 
appreciating all their efforts 
and getting a good ATAR to 
demonstrate to them the fruits 
of their jobs!

What are your plans now for 
2022? 

Muayad: I am planning on 
studying Optometry at UNSW. 
I am also planning on getting 
a job in order to begin having 
financial stability in my life, 
receive my own income and feel 
a sense of responsibility. 

I am also going to attempt 
the UCAT [University Clinical 
Aptitude Test] in the hope of 
seeking medicine or dentistry 
next year, or the year after in 
case I do not like Optometry, 
which I am sure I will!

Muayad's remarkable journey 
to HSC success

By Domenic Trimboli

There were so 
many bullets and 
missiles above 
us whilst driving 
that the sky was 

so bright we almost 
thought it was daylight 
at 2 in the morning!"

Muayad's road to HSC success was harder than most. 



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2022 • 7  

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2022

Good Samaritan Catholic Col-
lege is a school with a strong 
learning culture, where stu-
dents are supported to reach 
their full academic potential.

The college recognises that 
students have diverse learn-
ing needs, and provides the 
Newman Selective Gifted Ed-
ucation Program for gifted 
students as well as resources 
to support those who struggle 
with their schoolwork.

 The college is committed 
to providing a comprehensive 
education that addresses the 
learning of each individual 
student, and offers an exten-
sive range of specialist voca-
tional training courses. St Jo-
seph Trades Skills Centre, part 
of Good Samaritan Catholic 
College.

The co-curricular life of 
GSCC offers opportunities for 
students to participate in per-
forming arts, debating, public 
speaking and sport, as well as 
social justice and evangelisa-
tion initiatives.

A welcoming environment 
and effective communication 
processes ensure that par-
ents work with the college 
in educating their sons and 

daughters. The school’s motto 
‘Journeying with compassion’, 
derived directly from the par-
able of the Good Samaritan, 
provides the underlying ethos 
of its mission statement. The 

college encourages students 
to grow as individuals by ‘En-
countering God’, ‘Promoting 
educational excellence’, ‘Nur-
turing individual growth’ and 
‘Being a Samaritan’. The result 

is a diverse, dynamic com-
munity confident in the call 
to develop the gifts of love, 
justice, mercy and compas-
sion through the education of 
young people.

Providing a comprehensive education

Journeying with Compassion
Good Samaritan Catholic College 

401 Haxton Park Rd, Hinchinbrook NSW 2168 
Phone (02) 9825 9955  

info@gscchinchinbrook.catholic.edu.au 
www.goodsamaritan.nsw.edu.au

Good Samaritan 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE

OPEN DAY
Saturday 

2nd April 2022
11am - 1pm

The Good Samaritan community extends an 
invitation to prospective parents and students 

wishing to enrol for Year 7, 2024.
The Open Day commences with a presentation 

in the College Hall at 11am.

Front row (from left to right): Stephanie 
Marin, Jonah Pacialeo, Tianna Lovric, 
Jhessika Umali, Abrafi Owusu-Mensah, 
Chanel Wong. Second row (from left 
to right): Joshua Joseph, Minas Youkha-
nis, Luke Georges, Thomas Jarrett, Lucas 
Gourlas, Fadi Esttaifan
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MARIST  
CATHOLIC COLLEGE
PENSHURST

ENROLLING NOW
Applications for Year 7, 2024  

 

OPEN DAY - Wednesday 9 March  
Details on the College website

A C O - E D U C AT I O N A L Y E A R S  7  -  1 2  C O L L E G E
Year 7-8: 29A Greenacre Road, South Hurstvi l le 2221 

Year 9-12: 65 Victoria Avenue, Mortdale 2223  
T  9579 6188  W  www.maristpenshurst.catholic.edu.au
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At St Clare’s College “Valuing 
Integrity, Inspiring Excellence” 
is our focus. We shine a light on 
the gifts of each young woman, 
challenging her to action and 
celebrating her impact on the 
world. We aim to empower re-
silient, respectful and responsi-
ble young women to reach their 
potential. 

College Principal, Mrs Kerrie 
McDiarmid comments, “What 
sets us apart is our commit-
ment to ensuring a focus on 
academic rigour in a context 
that is future focused, and as 
such develops in students the 
dispositions they will need to 
be successful.”

In an ever changing world, 
the College inspires students to 
become global citizens, collab-
orative and life-long learners, 
as well as critical and creative 
thinkers. Our aim is to provide 
an inclusive education that will 
set our students on their path 
to success.

One of our best assets are 
our teachers, complimented 

St Clare's College - Light from within!

by our flexible and interactive 
learning spaces. Our teachers 
are dynamic, agile educators 
whose commitment to authen-
tic  and individualised learn-
ing ensures the student feels a 

sense of purpose and success 
in the classroom. The College is 
expanding and in 2022 we will 
open a dedicated center for in-
novation in learning where the 
physical space reflects the nex-

us between industry, the world 
of work and school. 

St Clare’s actively seeks 
partnerships with tertiary in-
stitutions, industry and the 
broader community to provide 
authentic learning opportuni-
ties for students that take place 
in and beyond the classroom. 
The College embraces a holis-
tic approach to learning with 
gifted education and targeted 
learning programs to cater for 
students with a wide range of 
interests and abilities.

Whilst our emphasis is on 
academic pursuits, student’s 
involvement is heightened 
through co-curricular activi-
ties, social justice and environ-
mental initiatives, plus partic-
ipation in the Sydney Catholic 
Schools new Sports Program, 
with access to the NSW Catho-
lic Schools  Pathways to Sport 
Representation.

Through the welcoming and 
inclusive culture of the school, 
with high expectations in 
place, our girls develop a pos-
itive growth mindset, ready to 
take ownership of their learn-
ing journey and any challenges 
they may face. 

The goal of our College is 
to deliver an extraordinary 
schooling experience where ed-
ucation and Catholic values are 
at the forefront, allowing every 
young woman to be her best 
and excel. 

“The St Clare’s graduate is a 
strong, empathetic, and inde-
pendent young woman,” con-
cludes Mrs McDiarmid. 

Founded in the tradi-
tion of catholic edu-
cation and grounded 
in the teachings of St 
Clare and St Francis 

of Assisi, St Clare’s College is 
rich in history and traditions, 
providing enriched learning 
experiences.
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St John Bosco College: 
Growing together with 

Joy and Hope
St John Bosco College is a co-ed-
ucational year 7-12 school, op-
erating in the Salesian tradition 
that focuses on broad educa-
tional excellence in a caring en-
vironment.

The College embodies a vi-
brant learning environment that 
offers students a broad spec-
trum of academic, vocational, 
sporting, artistic and leadership 
learning experiences, placing 
students in a strong position to 
secure post-school opportuni-
ties. Bosco is a College that ‘pre-
pares for life’.

The College community is ex-
tremely proud of the diversity 
within its student body and their 
achievements. This pride con-
tinued to resonate in 2021, with 
excellent results achieved in all 
Key Learning Areas that saw St 
John Bosco climb 41 positions to 
117th in the SMH state rankings.

College Principal, Mrs Jenny 
Fowler truly believes that the 
College’s teachers are one of its 
best assets. Over the past two 

years in particular, where COV-
ID has presented its challenges, 
they have demonstrated an abil-
ity to adapt learning strategies 
in a dynamic way, which under-
scores the results achieved by 
the Class of 2021. Reflecting on 
the results, Jenny Fowler com-
mented “Our teachers are dy-
namic, agile educators equipped 
with the most current knowl-
edge and trends in education. 
Their commitment to authentic 
and individualised learning en-
sures the student feels a sense 
of purpose and success in the 
classroom.”

The College’s theme for 2022 is 
‘Growing Together’. “It’s a theme 
we feel suits exactly where we 
are as a school community”, 
says Mrs Fowler. “Every mem-
ber of the community has been 
asked to commit to growing in 
some way this year, to challenge 
themselves in their learning and 
in how they form relationships 
with their teachers and each 
other. Each member of the com-

munity has the capacity to grow, 
but at its core is the belief that 
we are stronger when we do this 
together.”

 Looking forward, Mrs Fowler 
says “As we move into our third 
year of dealing with COVID, I am 
happy to report that the current 
atmosphere is one of vibrancy 
and positivity. We are deter-
mined to live out the College 
motto of Joy & Hope and not let 

the pandemic derail our enthu-
siasm and our dreams.”

 The College’s 2022 Open Day 
is on Tuesday 15 March, with 
Twilight Tours on offer to pro-
spective families. The Twilight 
Tours will provide an opportuni-
ty to hear from the College Prin-
cipal. The tours will also provide 
an opportunity to view the beau-
tiful grounds, contemporary fa-
cilities and learning spaces. 

Register now for our Open Day 
and Twilight Tours at sjbcenga-
dine.syd.catholic.edu.au
See for yourself how much our 
College has to offer. St John Bo-
sco College Engadine Online 
Open Day is on Tuesday 15 
March.
 FOR ENROLMENT INFORMA-
TION CONTACT THE COLLEGE 
ON (02) 9548 4000 or sjbcenga-
dine.syd.catholic.edu.au

OPEN DAY &
TWILIGHT TOURS

A school that prepares for life

T 02 9548 4000 • sjbcengadine.syd.catholic.edu.au

In 2022 we are delighted to offer Twilight Tours to our prospective 
families. Our Twilight Tours will provide an opportunity to hear from 
our College Principal, Mrs Jenny Fowler, as well as a chance to view 
our beautiful grounds and wonderful facilities.

TUESDAY 15 MARCH 
Two sessions available | 4.30pm and 6pm 

Bookings essential due to number restrictions

REGISTER NOW  
on our website and explore our Virtual Tour

ENROLLING NOW FOR YEAR 7 2024
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When there's a 
will, there's a way 

to university
Shannon O’Brien wasn’t sure she 
would ever leave her small re-
gional town to study at university.

Originally from Young, the 
cherry-growing capital of Aus-
tralia located 400km from Syd-
ney, Shannon assumed any plans 
of getting to university would 
be matched by impossible road-
blocks – particularly financial 
hurdles.

But after receiving a history 
prize in high school, ACU reached 
out with a suggestion to study its 
new Bachelor of Arts (Western 
Civilisation), offered in partner-
ship with The Ramsay Centre. 

She also received a $90,000 
scholarship to study the degree, 
which took “a huge weight” off 
her shoulders.

As a liberal arts degree, the BA 
(Western Civilisation) is offered 
to ambitious students who wish 
to broaden their understanding 
of Western literature, philoso-
phy, art, politics, religion, science 
and history, leading to a deeper 

appreciation of how history has 
shaped the modern world.

For Shannon, who describes 
herself as “a big picture girl”, the 
study of Western civilisation can-
not be ignored.

“It’s pretty important to me 
that I don’t leave things unfin-
ished, and that’s exactly what 
the study of history would be if 
we ignored Western civilisation,” 
Shannon said.

“Although parts of that history 
are problematic in light of mod-
ern perspectives, I think that 
challenges to our current ways of 
thinking should always be wel-
come for the progress they bring. 

“I also think it’s important to 
confront our flaws; we can’t pick 
and choose which parts of history 
we represent and remember – if 
we study all the great moments, 
the philosophy, the literature, 
the science, the innovation, the 
art etc. then we must also study 
those not-so-great moments 
that culminated in between, and 

which inspired those thinkers 
and inventors to ask the ques-
tion, ‘How can things be made 
better?’”

Students studying the Bache-
lor of Arts (Western Civilisation) 
have an opportunity to study 
overseas, including at ACU’s 
Rome Campus.

Shannon hopes to travel to Eu-
rope to embrace her love of art. 

Shannon agrees that she’s 
come a long way from her small 
town to living and studying full-
time in North Sydney, and many 
lessons have been learnt along 
the way.

“My best advice for others in 

my situation is don't limit your-
self like I did,” Shannon said.

“I told myself I couldn’t possi-
bly live and study in Sydney and 
I thought I’d have to stay close to 
home as it would be all I could 
afford.

“There is a way, you just have 
to find it.

Shannon O'Brien

CRICOS registered provider: 00004G

Study Bachelor 
of Arts (Western 
Civilisation)/
Bachelor of Laws
acu.edu.au/western-civilisation

$150k  
scholarships 
available

Up to

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
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Amadeus Music Program

HCC is particularly proud of the 
recent introduction of the Am-
adeus Music program into its 
music education. The program 
ensures all students in years 7 
and 8 learn an instrument, with 
choices from a variety of brass 
and string instruments.

The opportunity to learn a 
musical instrument where indi-
vidual performance, member-
ship of stage bands, choirs and 
other musical groups are en-
couraged will have many flow-
on effects including strengthen-
ing neural pathways, improving 
confidence, discipline, memory 
and more.

Cadet Program

Holy Cross College is a proud 
member school of the Austral-
ian Army Cadets (ACC), a pro-
gram that has been part of the 
College’s tradition as far back as 
1909, running until 1974, then 
reintroduced again in 2019. 
Holy Cross College is the only 
systemic Catholic School to of-
fer a school-based Cadet Unit in 
NSW.

The Australia-wide program 
has more than 18,500 Cadets 
aged between 12 and 17, 126 of 
whom are from HCC.

With activities such as drills, 
ceremonial parades, abseil-
ing, watermanship, navigation, 
fieldcraft and first aid, the cadet 
program provides opportunities 
for students to develop self-con-
fidence, resilience, leadership 
skills, self-reliance, teamwork, 
respect and discipline. It will 
challenge them in ways they 
may not get elsewhere.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme runs concurrently with 

OPEN 
DAY 

TOUR
We absolutely 

recommend you 
visit Holy Cross 
College on their 

Open Day on Sunday 
6th March, 2022 

from 10am – 1pm to 
receive a tour of this 

beautiful school.
You can book 
your tour at  

https://enquiry.
holycrosscollege.

org/events

Holy Cross Ryde seeking a community of 
inclusion and academic success

the College Cadet program and 
is open to non-cadet students.

Academic Program

The academic program at Holy 
Cross caters to all types of 
learners and aims to develop 
well-rounded students. They 
offer a huge variety of tradition-
al and elective subjects, giving 
every student a pathway to ter-
tiary study, post-school training, 
and work. Their design, technol-
ogy, and hospitality streams are 

popular amongst students as 
are music and the arts.

A selective academic stream 
also allows gifted students to 
be immersed in a culture of 
success. Holy Cross targets the 
learning of gifted and talent-
ed boys by offering specialised 
activities designed to develop 
their talents and expand their 
capacity to learn. Teachers pro-
vide individual education plans 
for boys displaying exceptional 
academic talents.

Their state-of-the-art learn-
ing and technology facilities 
provide the ideal learning envi-
ronment for students to make 
the most of their individual po-
tential.

2021 HSC Results

Holy Cross College saw incred-
ible results in the 2021 HSC, 
ranking 121 and jumping 179 
places on last year's results, 
showing the second strongest 

growth in NSW! Their results 
surpassed some very expen-
sive private schools and some 
local selective schools. 18 boys 
achieved ATARs in the high 90’s 
and 50% of all exams sat by a 
Holy Cross student resulted in 
a mark above 80/100.

Out of the 88 boys who did 
their HSC:

•  18 boys achieved results  
 above 90
• 2 boys made the All-Round  
 Achievers List
•  74 received Band 6 results
•  30 were Distinguished  
 Achievers

The Principal says they’ve been 
working towards these results 
for years and the next cohort 
coming through are already 
showing they’re working to-
wards similar results in 2022.

We have been 
working towards 
these latest results 
for years and 

the next cohort coming 
through are already 
showing they're working 
to wards similar results in 
2022."
Principal

Achieving the most outstanding results in College history 
and ranking in the top 120 schools in the State. 

THANKYOU to all our students who approached 2021 
with such a positive attitude and passion to make a difference.

THANKYOU to all staff who walked beside them on the journey 
and achieved these amazing results. 

STATE TOP
ACHIEVER

ADVANCED 
MATHEMATICS

STUDENTS WITH
ATAR 90+

TOP ATAR

STATE
ALL ROUNDERS

ACCEPTED INTO 
UNIVERSITY

DISTINGUISHED
ACHIEVERS

74 89%

99.65 18

CONGRATULATIONS
HSC Class of 2021 

�

2
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“May the Sacred Heart of Jesus Be 
Everywhere Loved – forever”

At Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
College Kensington we are a 
community of the heart; living 
and learning together to provide 
a holistic education to every 
young woman who wishes to 
pursue academic excellence, be 
brave and confidently extend 
themselves in and out of the 
classroom.

Parents value our beautiful 
school spirit and trust in our 
highly capable and experi-
enced teachers to instil Catho-
lic values, set high standards 
and nurture wellbeing in their 
daughters.

The ideals of the early pio-
neer Sisters and the charism of 
the founder of the Daughters of 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
Fr Jules Chevalier have for over 
100 years guided our spiritual-
ity and mission as a college 
community and will continue to 
do so well into the future. 

The college is preparing our 
young women for an unknown 
future and this calls for a fu-
ture-focused school, one that 
provides a learning environ-
ment that develops faith-filled, 

adaptive thinkers who influ-
ence our society for the great-
er good. In an environment of 
growth and opportunity, our 
young women are offered dy-
namic, organic and intercon-
nected learning experiences 
as we seek out opportunities 
to partner with industry, agen-
cies and tertiary institutions, so 
students are engaged in active, 

authentic, inquiry-based learn-
ing experiences.

Our young women are not 
afraid to take risks and grow 
from their experiences and 
adventures. Such bravery will 
at times bring disappointment 
and setbacks. However, we can-
not learn without failing, it is in 
this experience of failure that 
we develop and grow becoming 

the best version of ourselves.
This cultivation of a growth 

mindset in every student, where 
our learners are empowered 
and learning is personal-ised 
in a holistic environment, is 
at the heart of who we are as 
a community. We collaborate 
with students to develop 
their wellbeing, spirituality, 
physicality, and emotional 

and academic intelligence as 
our staff aspire to instil within 
each and every girl a sense of 
deep worth and Catholic values 
that will equip them to bravely 
face the challenges that life 
will inevitably bring, and act 
courageously as global citizens 
beyond our college walls.  

OLSH offers a rich and di-
verse co-curricula program 
that caters for all students’ in-
terests and pursuits. Whether 
you are a competitive athlete, 
gifted musician, debater, public 
speaker or eSports enthusiast, 
there is something for every 
young woman to nourish their 
all round development.  

We are a community that 
fosters a culture of continu-
ous improvement as our staff 
and students are engaged and 
constantly seeking to learn 
and grow. As we move through 
this next decade, the college  
is committed to the pursuit of 
excellence, as we ignite in our 
young women an aspiration 
to be truth-seekers, curious in 
their approach, collaborative in 
their way of operating and em-
pathetic in nature. 

Women who touch the heart 
of others.

A community of the heart learning together

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Kensington 

36 Addison Street, Kensington NSW 2033

T: 9662 4088

E: info@olshkensington.catholic.edu.au

Enrol NowEnrol NowEnrol Now
For Year 7, 2024

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College Kensington is a

community of the heart; living and learning together to

provide a holistic education to every young woman who

wishes to pursue academic excellence, be brave and

confidently extend themselves in and out of the classroom.
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A sector-blind education initia-
tive to help Year 12 students give 
their HSC Design and Technolo-
gy major projects a life beyond 
the classroom is gaining mo-
mentum across NSW. 

UpRising is the brainchild 
of Sydney Catholic Schools’ 
Technological and Applied 
Studies (TAS) teacher Richard 
Hainsworth.

A pilot of the program – a 
strategic partnership with NSW 
Government, the Institute of 
Technology Education (iTE), and 
a collective of future-focused 
businesses – began in March 
with 50 students from thirteen  
government, Catholic and in-
dependent schools across the 
state.

Richard, who teaches at Brigi-
dine College Randwick, said the 
project aimed to provide a clear 
pathway for young designers 
and businesses to collaborate in 
a meaningful way, including in 
the research and development 
space.

The program also allows stu-
dents to develop saleable ideas 
alongside core entrepreneurial 
skills. 

“UpRising acts as a conduit be-
tween HSC design students and 
industry” – Richard Hainsworth

“The need for a system to 
assist young talent, and for in-
dustry to make early connec-
tions, is critical in preparing for 
tomorrow’s skills shortages and 
technological disruption,” Mr 
Hainsworth said.

CLASSROOM TO BOARDROOM

Mr Hainsworth said the HSC 
Design and Technology sylla-
bus drew on many of the skills 

and capabilities entrepreneurs 
require, including the ability 
to solve problems and connect 
with a target market.

“For the HSC major project, you 
have to really drill down into 
a genuine need in society,” he 
said. “These projects are often 
commercially viable by the end 
of the design process and, from 
an ecological and positive im-
pact perspective, ready to go.”

Current projects include 

lamps made of recycled sea-
weed, a COVID-safe workspace, 
equipment to reduce breast 
injuries in women’s contact 
sport, a drone to collect water 
waste, and a sound activated 
rock-climbing system for vision 
impaired people.

Executive Director of Sydney 
Catholic Schools, Tony Farley, 
said the UpRising project was 
indicative of a broader appetite 
for entrepreneurial skills in ed-
ucation.

“It is very exciting to see a 
home-grown initiative that 
enables students to be the 
change-makers of the future 
come to the fore,” Mr Farley said.

“UpRising reinforces so many 
of the skills our Sydney Catholic 
Schools value and work to instil 
in our students.

“These include collaboration 

and confidence in their ability to 
learn and to contribute to socie-
ty in meaningful and culturally 
sensitive ways.”

Go to the link below to find 
your nearest Sydney Catholic 
school and to start your child’s 
entrepreneurial learning jour-
ney today. https://sydcatholic-
schools.nsw.edu.au/enrolment

UpRising: Entrepreneurship career 
pathways for young people

UpRising cofounder, Richard Hainsworth works with Brigidine College Randwick 
current crop of Design and Technology students. 
 PHOTO: SYDNEY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

UpRising acts as a 
conduit between 
HSC design 
students and 
industry” 

– Richard Hainsworth
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOLSDiscover your local school

Call Katie on (02) 9390 5402  | www.catholicjobsonline.com.au

For all your 
educational jobs

EMPOWERED BY CHOICE
SIGNIFICANCE | PURPOSE | SUCCESS

At Monte we believe that an innovative education, built on the foundation of choice, will equip young 
women for a life of significance, purpose and success. The College offers the International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme (IB MYP) in Years 7-10 as the framework to deliver the NSW curriculum and both 
the Higher School Certificate (HSC) and IB Diploma Programme (IB DP) as pathways to academic excellence 
in Years 11-12.  

128 MILLER STREET, NORTH SYDNEY NSW 2060
www.monte.nsw.edu.au | + 61 2 9409 6200
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Darley Road, Manly NSW 2095 | Phone: (02) 9977 5111  |  Email: stpauls@dbb.catholic.edu.au  |  www.stpaulsmanly.nsw.edu.au

St Paul’s Catholic College  Manly
EDUCATING YOUNG MEN IN YEARS 7 TO 12

A safe and supportive 
community, focused on the 

learning needs of every student

To join us on a school tour or to meet with our Principal call us on (02) 9977 5111 or email stpauls@dbb.org.au

ENROLLING 

NOW

RESPECT  |   RESPONSIBIL ITY  |   REVERENCE  |   RESULTS 

PRIMA PRIMUM: First things first 
A systemic education in the Diocese of Broken Bay

What people say about St Paul's

“Before I started at St Paul’s I 
was scared that I wouldn’t have 
friends, but now I’m here I know a 
lot of people and I’m not nervous 
anymore, especially as I have my 
Year 12 buddy."
- Elijah Year 7 
(Cromer Public Primary School)

“I’ve got to know so many boys 
and I’ve made lots of good friends 
already. The school grounds are so 
much bigger than my last school 
and there is much more area to 
play."
- Ethan Year 7 
(Brookvale Public Primary School).

“St Paul’s is a great school. I have 
made many new friends and all 
the students are very nice and 
friendly. I honestly think this is the 
best school for anyone.” 
- Lachlan Year 7 
(St Kieran’s Catholic Primary School, 
Manly Vale).

“Choosing a high school for our son was no easy task. However, once we saw St Paul's and met the staff we knew this was the place for our son. St Paul's cares about each 
and every boy. Every teacher knows every student. The College seems to have a way of pushing the boys out of their comfort zone and helping them become young men. I have 
certainly noticed a change in our son in the few weeks since starting. The boys are respectful and kind hearted and I very much look forward to seeing what my son achieves 
during his coming years at the College.” - Bianca, Year 7 mother.

"A wonderful school that makes each boy feel noticed and included - every parent's dream!  You can immediately see from the way the boys across all the years interact between 
both themselves and the amazing staff, that St Paul's is more than achieving their goal of producing kind, respectful, hard-working young adults.  We couldn't have asked for a 
better school for our son.” - Julie, Year 7 mother

"St Pauls has provided my son with the care and attention he needed in his transition to high school exceeding all my expectations. Coming from a small school to a high school 
setting and not knowing any other student, St Paul’s care and nurturing for my son was a relief, he has settled in more quickly than I could have imagined. There is a strong sense 
of community within the school, led by teachers and staff that have truly made our transition to high school a breeze.” - Sara, Year 7 mother.
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fide et labore
THROUGH FAITH AND HARD WORK
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St Pius X College 
Chatswood is a leading 
non-selective Catholic 
Boys School in the 
Edmund Rice tradition, 
dedicated to educating 
young men to be the best 
they can.

At the heart of the 
College is a vibrant and 
inclusive community 
working together to 
support every student 
on their journey to 
becoming confident, 
capable and respectful 
young men.

Boys thrive at St 
Pius X with its active 
commitment to ...

FAITH

It is an integral part of 
everyday College life 
providing students with 
purpose and meaning.

EXCELLENCE

Every student is unique 
and recognised for their 
potential. We celebrate 
differences and promote 
the pursuit of knowledge, 
a love of learning and a 

commitment to personal 
achievement.

RESPECT

Boys are taught to 
respect themselves 
and each other through 
programs and activities 
that build resilience, 
respect, friendships and 
confidence.

OPPORTUNITY

Boys are encouraged to 
try new activities, find 
their passion and make 
new friends by getting 
involved in the many 
programs on offer at the 
College. 

COMPASSION

Everyday students are 
provided with practical 
experiences that 
develop compassion and 
consideration of others 
in their community.

COMMUNITY

Students learn the 
value of being part of a 
caring and supportive 
community.

Why boys thrive at St Pius X College

2021 College Dux James Scaiff is 
a living example of how students 
thrive at St Pius X College. James 
started in Year 5 and was actively 
involved in school life and the 
community from the beginning. 
He represented the College in 
Football, Music and Debating and 
was fluent in Chinese.

James achieved an ATAR of 
99.4 and was a State All Rounder 
but he was also typical of the 
many high achieving students 
at St Pius X College in that 
his College journey included 
everyday practical exposure to a 
wide range of academic, sporting, 
cultural and spiritual activities. 

James said “throughout my 
time at St Pius X, I enjoyed the 
diverse opportunities that the 
school offered. This included 
the various extracurricular 
opportunities I pursued including 
band, debating, sport and the 
opportunity to learn Mandarin 
and go to China in 2019.

COLLEGE 
DUX 2021

JAMES SCAIFF
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After forty years offering a 
proud tradition of academic 
excellence and personal 
success, St. Joseph’s Catholic 
High School in Albion Park 
has stood the test of time. The 
Joey’s community is founded 
upon a basis of Catholic morals, 
ensuring that the school 
has created an empathetic 
and caring environment of 
support, in order to accomplish 
personal academic goals and 
achievements.

With the initial plans being 
drafted by Bishop William 
Murray in 1978, in conjunction 
with Father John Ward of the 
Parish of Dapto, St. Joseph’s 
has grown to become a 
leading provider in Catholic 
education across the diocese 
of Wollongong. Opened in 1982 
with 140 students and Brother 
Mat Murphy leading the staff 
team as the founding Principal, 
the Joey’s community has 
grown to accumulate more than 

900 students and over 100 staff, 
dedicated to improving the 
education and outcome for its 
cohorts.

On the fortieth anniversary, 
we prepare to celebrate the 
traditions and culture brought 
into the school, burying a time 
capsule in the school grounds 
and incorporating personal 

portfolios of our cohort. It is 
special for us to graduate on 
the 40th anniversary of our 
school, as the Joey’s community 
is garnering support for 
celebratory festivities. This 
will, additionally, make our 
cohort’s graduation somewhat 
more meaningful, considering 
the previous two years of 

our high school career has 
been decimated by the global 
pandemic.

We decided to go have a 
chat with Ms. Oliver and Mr. 
Shanahan, two accomplished 
Visual Arts teachers who have 
been at the school for 32 and 
40 years, respectively. Very 
frequent remarks were made 
about the changes and the 
difference that had been made 
between when they first started 
teaching and the present year; a 
very common response would 
be that the landscape would 
be the thing that changed 
the most. Ms. Oliver says she 
remembers taking kids from 

the Visual Arts class out into 
the school grounds, seating 
them around the perimeter 
and drawing the landscape. Mr. 
Shanahan has vivid memories 
about the development of the 
school’s buildings.

He remarks that he 
remembers the first set of 
buildings, the science labs, the 
canteen, and the office area 
which has changed 5-6 times 
since his employment. Both 
mutually agree, however, that 
the biggest change would be the 
sense of identity, culture and 
community at St. Joseph’s.

With our closing remarks, 
we asked Ms. Oliver and Mr. 
Shanahan about what their 
outlook for the future of St. 
Joseph’s would be, receiving a 
response purely based around 
their development of education 
for the students; to drive and 
promote the inclusivity of 
learning within the curriculum 
and better cater for student’s 
needs, while living out Micah 
6:8; to ‘Act Justly, Love Tenderly, 
and walk Humbly with your God.’

A Point of Rebirth: 40 years of St Joseph's Albion Park

Enrolling Year 72023 and 2024
Faith  Learning  Community

 Discover the Joey's Way

St Joseph's catholic high school
16 Macquarie Street, Albion Park                    T:  4230 8500                    www.sjchsdow.catholic.edu.au

By Liam O’Donnell and 
Neave Keenan

Joey's community 
is founded 
upon a basis of 
Catholic morals, 
ensuring that the 

school has created an 
empathetic and caring 
environment"
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From resilience to a powerful 
‘brain boost’, parents, students 
and teachers are seeing the many 
benefits of learning an orchestral 
instrument as part of the ground-
breaking Amadeus Music Educa-
tion Program.

Nidal Abou Arrage remem-
bers the February day in 2020 
that her three sons came home 
with two violas and a trumpet. 
“They were excited and very 
cautious,” Mrs Abou Arrage said 
of twins, Joseph and Samuel, 
and their older brother Antho-
ny.

A year on, she has noticed 
a remarkable improvement 
in the attentional skills of the 
twins particularly. “They are 
more focused and disciplined,” 
Mrs Abou Arrage said.

Samuel said he felt privileged 
to be part of the Amadeus pro-
gram, while Joseph said he 
liked learning different music 
notes and songs.

“It has helped me gain more 
confidence and appreciate 

what music adds to our every-
day lives,” Joseph Abou Arrage 
said.

The siblings’ schools were 
among 13 in the 2021 pilot for 
Sydney Catholic Schools’ Ama-
deus Music Education Program, 
a game-changing initiative 
being rolled out to 33,000 stu-
dents across Sydney Catholic 
Schools’ network of 150 prima-
ry and secondary schools in the 
next two years.

The program has been inte-
grated into the normal school 
curriculum and provides stu-
dents in Year 3 to 8 with class-
room music lessons, ensemble 
lessons and small group tui-
tion led by 80 school classroom 
music teachers and 270 instru-
mental music tutors.

The specialist tutors bring 
professional experience from 
orchestras and ensembles 
around Australia and the world. 

AMADEUS: A FOUNDATION 
FOR LEARNING

Phillip Scollard, principal at pi-
lot Amadeus school Holy Spirit 
Catholic College Lakemba, said 
the impact on the students’ 
learning has been far-reach-

ing, encompassing improved 
listening skills, self-motivation 
and resilience.

“If you can get students to 
understand that learning is a 
continual improvement jour-
ney it builds resilience,” he said.

“Every time they have a mu-
sic lesson they get that feed-
back about what to do next, 
so we’re actually developing 
a mindset for students that is 
about growth. That’s the guts 
of learning.” Mr Scollard esti-
mates close to 95 percent of his 
Year 7 students had picked up 
an instrument for the first time 
through Amadeus.

They are now learning to play 
the violin, viola, cello, flute, 
clarinet, saxophone, trumpet 
and trombone.

WHAT THE RESEARCH SAYS

The system wide initiative 
draws on decades of research 
that show learning an instru-
ment can strengthen neural 
pathways in the brain and sig-
nificantly improve students’ 
focus, self-discipline, memory 
and academic success – espe-
cially in language and mathe-
matics.

“There’s a positive correla-
tion between students who 
play instruments and how they 
perform in mathematics … be-
cause music is highly mathe-
matical," Phillip Scollard said.

“It’s also really great in terms 
of their brain development and 
ability to think… [and their] 
social development, in under-
standing how to work cohe-
sively in a music ensemble,” Mr 
Scollard explained.

Gai Melville, principal of pi-
lot Amadeus school St Joseph 
the Worker Catholic Prima-
ry School Auburn South, said: 
“Collaboration is about more 
than cooperation – together 
they’re making a piece of music 
come alive.” 

“They’ve got to listen and 
concentrate,” she added. “It 
permeates all their learning 
when they can develop those 
skills.”

MUSIC ROAD AHEAD

By the beginning of Term 1 
2024, Sydney Catholic Schools’ 
Amadeus Music Education 
Program will put 52,000 instru-
ments into the hands of every 
one of the system’s year 3 to 8 
students.

Executive Director of Sydney 
Catholic Schools, Tony Farley, 
said the Sydney Conservatori-
um of Music, Opera Australia 
and Sydney Youth Orchestras 
were among the program’s avid 
supporters.

“Amadeus is a great example 
of how we, at Sydney Catholic 
Schools, are applying the scale 
and collaboration of our edu-
cational network to deliver in-
novative educational programs 
and new models of learning,” 
Mr Farley said.

The brain-boosting benefits of an 
Amadeus music education

There’s a positive 
correlation 
between 
students who 
play instruments 

and how they perform 
in mathematics … 
because music is highly 
mathematical” 
- Phillip Scollard

Twins Samuel and Joseph Abou Arrage with mum Nidal, receive tuition through 
Sydney Catholic Schools Amadeus Music program. PHOTO: SYDNEY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

SPECIALISED VOCATIONAL TRAINING TO SENIOR STUDENTS IN PARTNER SCHOOLS

Sydney Catholic Schools has a dedicated 
vocational college at Burwood and a network 
of specialised Trade Training/Skills Centres at 
Bankstown, Hinchinbrook and Pagewood. These 
centres have industry-standard state of the art 
facilities and a range of VET programs to give 
you a head start with your career.
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SPECIALISED VOCATIONAL TRAINING TO SENIOR STUDENTS IN PARTNER SCHOOLS

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

St Joseph Trades Skills Centre 
is an industry standard facility 
offering specialised vocational 
training to senior students in 
partner schools. 

St Joseph Trades Skills Centre 
is helping to address nation-
al skill shortages in traditional 
trades and emerging industries 
and provide greater opportunity 
for students to make a success-
ful transition to further educa-
tion, training and the workforce. 

St Joseph Trades Skills Centre 
allows students to gain valuable 
knowledge and skills in prepa-
ration for post school life.

Vocational Education and 
Training courses offered within 
the Trades Skills Centre prepare 
students for specific fields of 
work while they study for the 
Higher School Certificate. These 
courses can be used as credit 
towards their studies, improv-
ing student engagement while 

meeting community needs.
Our students enjoy the bene-

fits of training in a purpose built 
environment with a communi-
ty of learners from a number 
of Catholic Colleges. St Joseph 
Trades Skills Centre adds to the 
diversity of the comprehensive 
education offered at Good Sa-
maritan Catholic College. 

Many recognised advantag-
es emerge from students un-
dertaking vocational training. 

Some of these benefits include:

• A gain in confidence and en-
hancing of practical skills ben-
eficial for theoretical applica-
tions associated with tertiary 
study
• Development of significant 
employability skills for part-
time or full-time employment 
or the attainment of an appren-
ticeship/traineeship
• A nationally recognised qual-

ification or a statement of at-
tainment towards it
• Pathway progression oppor-
tunities through private provid-
ers, TAFE and universities
• Helpful skills for everyday life 

Courses offered at St Joseph 
Trades Skills Centre include: 
Automotive, Early Childhood 
Education and Care, Electro-
technology, Events, Fitness, 
Hairdressing and Beauty, Hos-
pitality and Human Services.

St Joseph Trades Skills Centre 
PROUDLY PART OF GOOD SAMARITAN CATHOLIC COLLEGE

Courses on offer

INTERNAL
• Business Services 

• Construction • Retail Services

EXTERNAL
• Automotive • Electrotechnology 

• Human Services • Early Childhood 
Education & Care • Hospitality 

• Fitness • Hairdressing • Beauty 
Services • Events
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